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Dear Friends, 
    Christmas is in the air. Strands of lights, candles, decorations, evergreen trees and branches, gifts and hot tea or 

mulled wine, Christmas markets, scents and a cozy atmosphere. Weôve created a whole lot to help us get into the 

season. If all that doesnôt get you going, you might want to consult the website of the ñChristmas Spirit Shop.ò  J 

    All this to-do about Christmas is neat, but I dare say that it might not help the true Christmas joy. You might have 
all that the Christmas traditions demand. You may gave gotten a big dose of the Christmas spirit in the shopsé But 

you are not going to know the true Christmas joy if you miss the single most important truth about it: We celebrate 

Jesusô birthday. But not just that, we also remember His entire life, full of love, passion and compassion. And His 
enemies, His trial and His death on the cross. And His glorious resurrection. And all the people for whom He did 

what He did ï you, me, everyone.  

    The Christmas spirit will arise, when you put Jesus first! Heôs the reason for the season. 
True joy is offered in Christ. Pray to Him. Worship, love and adore Him. Give Him your life 

and your heart this Christmas! He deserves it. He longs for it. He loves you! 

    Hereós some food for thought: JOY comes by putting Jesus first, Others second, and 

Yourself last. Start by putting our Lord Jesus first. Start this Christmas season.  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. (Romans 15:13) 
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 Upcoming Events... 

Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But 
on what did we rest the creation of our genius? Upon force.  

Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at this hour millions 
of men would die for Him. ïNapoleon  

Nourished by the Holy Spirit we are com-

mitted to: 

-sharing with all people the love of Christ, 

-studying the Word of God, 

-sustaining each other with fellowship 

and vibrant worship, 

-growing in members and faith. 

¶ For safe travels for all of 
our members and friends dur-

ing the Christmas vacation. 

¶ For growth in our church 

that we stay committed to our 
fellowship, to obeying Godôs 

Word and praying for the lost. 

¶ For those with birthdays this month: 
- Dec 21: Pamela Hamilton 

- Dec 29: Dimitri Proskurovski 

- Dec 29: Katelynn Russo 
- Dec 30: Eloise Fitzsimons 

- Dec 31: Léa Chiodi 
 

Send your requests to: pastor @ alcb.be and specify 

whether it is private or to be shared. 

Please Pray... 

*ELM = Eglise Luthérienne Malgache 

Sunday, Dec. 4:    4:30pm Family Service 

Sunday, Dec. 11:    2:30pm ELM* service in French + Malagasy  

4:30pm Worship ServiceðChicago Folk Service (see p. 2) 

With Simon Schmitt, Antwerp opera singer 

Sunday, Dec. 18:    4:30pm Worship Service 

Sat., Dec. 24:    5:00pm Christmas Eve Stable Serviceðat the parsonage 

Sunday, Dec. 25:    2:00pm Christmas Stable Church Serviceðat the parsonage 

2:30pm ELM* service in French + Malagasy  

Monday, Dec 26: 3:00-5:00pm Birthday Party for Jesusðat the parsonage 

Sunday, Jan. 1:    11:00am Stable Church Serviceðat the parsonage 

Sunday, Jan. 8:    2:30pm ELM* service in French + Malagasy  

4:30pm Family Service  

Mark your calendars for the Family Faith Formation Worshops  

On January 21th (see p.2), March 17th and June 16th  

See the creative Christmas 

cupcakes participants made at the 

Faith Formation Workshop  



Youôre invited to a Birthday 
Party !  

For Whom?  JESUS!  

When?  Monday, December 26  
from 3:00 -5:00pm  

Where? The parsonage  
What? Crafts, the Christmas story, 

games, and birthday cake of 
course!   

If you know you 
are coming, 
please let us 

know  so we can 
be adequately 

prepared:  
pastor @ alcb.be  
But even if you donôt RSVP, you are 

still very welcome  
(bring a friend too)!  

Our Stewardship  

Please support our mission in Brussels during this Christmas season ï Iôm going 

to slip into the big boots of the jolly old fellow, called Santa by some, Sinterklaas and 

Père Noël by others, and Dun Che Lao Ren (Chinese for Christmas Old Man) by yet 

others. Even for countries where different creatures bring the gifts or are otherwise 

involved in the holiday celebration, the reindeersó best friend is well known through-
out the cultures and evokes positive emotions. Out in the shopping streets and pedes-

trian zones I hope to engage people in a conversation about the reason for the season. 

As a way of making this encounter stick and for my conversation partners to take 

something home, I find the comic book of the Messiah in the manga style very help-

ful. Of this you can buy an abbreviated version for very little 

money ï meant for causes like ours!   

    You can help me ï either join me as Santa, an elf, a reindeer, 

a snowman, a Christmas tree, the Easter bunny or whateveré 

 or sponsor the booklets: 18 booklets for 5ú or 200 for 55ú !   

 In any case, please pray for me and the people of Brussels that 

the King of kings is born in their hearts! 

    Thank you all. Have a blessed Advent and Christmas season. 
    (By the way: There are four manga books out already in 

many languages. These would make an excellent gift for your 

friends, godchildren etc. Check it out: http://nextmanga.com) 

Developing our Mission Mindset¦   Children and Family Ministry  

Information  

 

Mark your calendars and 
please make plans to join us 
for the next Faith Formation 
Workshop on Saturday, Janu-
ary 21, from 10am-1pm. Child-
care is available and a pizza 
lunch is provided.  The topic is 
The 5 Love Languages: 
Speak your Family Membersô 
Love Languages and Help them Feel Loved.  We all love 

our family members and children, but each person expresses 
and receives love in a unique way.  If your love language is 
gifts, you may love to lavish presents on your loved ones, but 
if their love language is quality time, they still may not feel 
loved, even though you are expressing love to them (in your 
way!) all the time!  Understanding the 5 language of love will 
help you love each person in a way that makes them know 

they are loved.  Come to this workshop to 
learn more and find out how to apply this in 
your family.  It works wonders!  And it isnôt just 
for children!  It applies to marriages (and 
friendships!) as well! 

* Note: This amount reflects that which we need to be self-supporting, which is 

our goal ASAP.  We are currently subsidized by the LCMS and the SELK, and 

the Antwerp congregation, however this is for a limited time and not long-term. 

Chicago Folk Service 
ï We introduce this new 

expression of faith to 
our church family on 
Dec 11th at our ser-
vice at 4:30 p.m. Art 
Gorman's Chicago Folk 
Service combines the 
rich traditional Lutheran 
liturgy with a contem-
porary musical package. It reaches the 
minds and hearts with an uplifting wor-
ship experience and is an answer for any-
one seeking relevance and understanding 
in worship today. The service was origi-
nally shaped in Chicago's inner city, and 
over 25 years it spread and evolved into 
its present form. Some parts we already 
know, like the song Create in Me a Clean 
Heart . As special guest who is leading us 
in the singing we welcome the musically 

gifted Simon Schmitt from the Antwerp 
congregation. Please join us for this 
unique opportunity and worship experi-
ence!  

Womenôs 

Bible study  

Tuesdays, 10:30-12:30 @ parsonage 

Contact: Pamela Chiodi (pamda13 @ 

yahoo.com gsm 0470135366) 

Confessions 

study group 

Upon mutual consent, 7:30pm 

Contact: Chris Vahrenhorst (027572260) 

Confirma-

tion class 

Upon mutual consent 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Guys night 

out 

Upon mutual consent 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Girls night 

out 

December 10: movie Breaking Dawn  

Contact: Pamela Chiodi (see above) 

Menôs Bible 

Study  

Fridays, 7:30pm at Dimaôs house (close to 

Waterloo). Car sharing possible. 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Budget ó11 
ú 62,000* 

Tithes &  
Offerings  

Bank  
Transfers  

Total (Budget 
vs. received) 

November ú 638.50  ú 970 
1,593.50 

(31%) 

Year to date ú 7,389.23 ú 9,319.31 
16,708.54 

(29%) 

Funds Needed  
Year to Date 

ú 56,883.33* 
Funds Needed 

each Month 
ú 5,166.67* 

Thanks to all of you who have supported our mission this year 

through your offerings, tithes and donations! 2 Cor 9:13 


