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Dear Friends, 
    Love is in the air, February 14th is coming up and now is the time to start looking for a Valentineôs Day gift, perhaps 

something romantic. "Romance is...the attempt to express love with words or deeds, an expression of one's love, or 

one's deep emotional desires to connect with another person." At least this is what Wikipedia says. Maybe you are 

looking for the perfect gift ï choose from the vast variety of Belgian chocolate, get (or better, make) a card, write a 
love letter or a poem, present flowersé 

    Why not read the Song of Solomon in the Bible with your spouse or by yourself! In a world where Godôs gift of 

love, marriage and sex is often turned on its head, the Song of Solomon is a moving story, drama and poem, and fea-
tures the love dialogue between a simple Jewish maiden and her lover and husband (King Solomon). They describe in 

intimate detail their feelings for each other and their longing to be together. Throughout the ñSongò sex and marriage 

are put in their proper, God-given perspective.  
    The song also shows Christôs love for his church. Itôs a love poem about a real human love relationship, and shows 

that all loving, committed marriages are reflections of Godôs love. All beautiful you are, my darling; there is no flaw 

in you. (verse 4:7)  With this and many other words He expresses His affection for us. We hear the Gospel new again. 

Jesus says ñI love youò and yearns for our fellowship. With our sin removed through His sacrifice on the cross, we are 
truly holy and beautiful. He has made us so. NO greater love exists than the love of the Fa-

ther. When we get a taste of it, it is so, so sweet. This Valentine's Day, and every day.  
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I AM MY LOVER'S AND  
MY LOVER IS MINE.  
Song of Solomon 6:3  

Nourished by the Holy Spirit we are com-

mitted to: 

-sharing with all people the love of Christ, 

-studying the Word of God, 

-sustaining each other with fellowship 

and vibrant worship, 

-growing in members and faith. 

Sunday, Feb 6:    4:30pm Worship Service (no Family Service this month) 

Sunday, Feb 13: 4:30pm Worship Service 

Sat., Feb 19: 11:00am Serve the City Volunteer Day: Focus on the 

Disabled  

Sunday, Feb 20:    2:30pm Eglise Luthérienne Malgache  (ELM) 

4:00pm Coffee hour ALCB+ELM 

4:30pm Worship Service 

Sunday, Feb 27:    4:30pm Worship Service 

Sunday, Mar 6: 2:30pm Eglise Luthérienne Malgache  (ELM) 

4:00pm Coffee hour ALCB+ELM 

4:30pm Family Service  

¶ For all of our married cou-
ples that we stay united and 

committed to each other as we 

grow together in our faith and 

live toward the future in Godôs 
throne room; that we learn 

from Christ what love forgive-

ness means and practice it in our relation-
ships. 

¶ For all of us that we remember that love, in 

the true meaning of the word, is ultimately 
found in the arms of our heavenly Father. 

¶ For those with birthdays this month: 

- Feb 4: Austin Hamilton 
 

Send your requests to: pastor @ alcb.be and specify 

whether it is private or to be shared. 

Please Pray... 

Ecumenical prayer for the unity of Christians in Vossem in January 

 Upcoming Events... 



 

We shared a variety of ways to make 

Lent more meaningful for your family at 

our last Faith Formation Workshop.  

The materials are applicable for chil-

dren of all ages through adulthood.  If 

you were unable to attend but wish to 

have at the resource list, let us know 

and we will happily get you a copy.  It 

can be a challenge to find quality mate-

rials, especially when living overseas!  

Hope to see you at the next workshop 

April 30th!  

Our Stewardship  

One of the books Iôm reading is The Tangible Kingdom. It deals with the desire to 

bring people to Christ, to make His Kingdom sensible, perceptible, visible to others. 

    As a missional congregation we are ñsentò. Itôs the antithesis of trying to ñattractò 

them to us, our programs, our buildings, or our gatherings. The challenge set to the 

first faith communities returns to us: é Go! (Matthew 28:19) 
    Missional has an inseparable twin. Itôs called incarnational. It means ñserving as the 

type or embodiment of a quality or concept.ò More simply said: Embody in the flesh. 

    Jesus is the perfect picture of what that implies: Missional sentness is focused on 

leaving and everything related to going. But incarnational represents how we go and 

what we do as we go. The first one is our task. The later is our attitude, our posture. 

Posture represents attitude of the body: the nonverbal forms of communication that 

accompany what we say. Posture represents what we believe and feel. We can be per-

ceived as an enemy and judgeðor as an advocate. Jesus is the perfect model for what 

a truly compassionate companion does.  

     How does our posture change? It starts in the heart as we live among the people for 

whom we will eventually advocate. Jesus modeled it this way: ñWhen He saw the 

crowds He had compassion on them because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd.ò (Matthew 9:36) As we show compassion the Kingdom of 

God will be a little more tangible.  

Developing our Mission Mindset¦   
Children and Family Ministry  

Information  

 

If youôre in need of a new hobby, you 

might ask Natalie Russo, our spotlight 

member this month. Natalie, one of the 

newest confirmands, has no trouble fill-

ing her time. ñI spend a lot of time tak-

ing care of & playing with my dog, a 

Siberian Husky called Alou who is a little over two years oldò, 

says Natalie, whose a sixth-grader at Notre Dame de Céroux-

Mousty primary school in Ottignies. She also loves to ñmake 

drawings and to paint. I love horseback riding although I don't 

go on horses very often.ò She also loves to spend time with her 

family ð her parents Michael and Susanne, and her two older 

sisters ð particularly for the summer holidays, when they travel 

to the Bordeaux region in France. ñDuring the three weeks we 

spend there, I spend time taking care of ponies, swimming and I 

love going to the beach where it's nice and warm.ò Natalie says 

she is especially happy she and Maria, another confirmand at 

ALCB, can go through confirmation at ALCB. ñI am also thank-

ful for all the time Pastor Tepper gives to me & Maria to prepare 

us for our confirmation!  We are lucky!ò 

* Note: This amount reflects that which we need to be self-supporting, which is 

our goal ASAP.  We are currently subsidized by the LCMS and the SELK, and 

the Antwerp congregation, however this is for a limited time and not long-term. 

Womenôs 

Bible study  

Fridays, 1:30-3:30 @ Hilde Fitzsimons 

Contact: Michelle Tepper  

(mmtepper (at) hotmail.com) 

Confessions 

study group 

February 4th, 7:30pm, Kortenberg 

Contact: Chris Vahrenhorst (027572260) 

Confirma-

tion class 

Saturdays and upon mutual consent 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Guys night 

out 

Upon mutual consent 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

GIRLS 

night out 

Next event to be announced  

Contact: Michelle Tepper (see above) 

New yearï 

new group? 

Want to start a new group?  

Contact: Pastor Tepper (pastor @ alcb.be) 

MP3 + the Bible: a match made in heaven  
Have you ever gone through the New Testa-
ment from front to back? Listen to it in 40 days. 
Just 28 minutes per day from Ash Wednesday 
to the day before Easter! Lent is an ideal time 
to connect with Jesus.  
1. Download the New Testament or receive 

a CD from our church ï both for free 
2. Put the mp3 files on your computer, mp3 

player, iPod, cell phone... 
 Or put the CD in your CD/DVD player, 

computer, playstation, car radio... 
3. Follow the the listening plan for every day 
(Sundays are free)  and listen to Godós 
Word while doing something else: driving 
to work, mowing the lawn, doing the 
dishes, clean, going for a run, taking the 
dog out or putting your feet up and 
relaxing from all the work youóve done...  

4. And let the Word of God transform you. 

www. faithcomesbyhearing .com  

Finances ï We have changed the column ñOur 
Stewardshipò a bit. The budget for the new year 
remains the same as last yearôs. We have included 
the percentage that shows how much you gave in 
relation to the amount needed for the past month as 
well as for the year up to date (from next In Touch 
on). Thank you all very much for your financial 
commitment to our church and mission in Brussels. 

Budget ó11 
ú 62,000* 

Tithes &  
Offerings  

Bank  
Transfers  

Total (Budget 
vs. received) 

January 
 (= year to date) 

ú 782.61 
 

ú 580 
 

ú 1362.61 
(26.8%) 

Funds Needed  
Year to Date 

ú 5,083.33* 
Funds Needed 

each Week 
ú 1,192.30* 


