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Dear Friends, 
    A new year is waiting for us to be discovered: new challenges at work or at school, a new location (either here or 

in a different country), a new car or a new pet, the first few months with your newborné Many of us go into the 

new year with great expectations, maybe also with the sense of another chance. New year, new story.  

    Maybe you donôt feel so great about the New Year. You might think: Whatôs going to change? Itôs the same pro-
cedure, the same colleagues, the same old life. New year, old story. 

    In the fast changing times as well as in the routine of daily life we hear the Good News at the beginning of the 

year: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)  
    Though the new year has much to offer, we keep our eyes on Christ.  Although we have great hopes for the new 

year, things may not go as we expect, people may disappoint us, plans may fail.  The only real promise we have, is 

the one we have in our Lord. He will not fail us. He will keep what He has promised, He is not going to change ï 
ever. He will be ever the same forever. 

    In midst of our hopelessness, He is the rock, unshakable, immovable. He promises peace and comfort to restless 

souls. He gives hope and purpose for a meaningful life. Heôs not withholding it from anyone who calls on Him. 

    He is going to be the center in our church family this year again. There is no other theme or foundation. New year, 
same story. I invite you to learn more about Him, meet Him, love Him ï in the new 

year! Jesus Christ is the same in 2011! How blessed are we who cling to Him! 
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 Upcoming Events... 

For I know t he plans I have for you," says  
t he LORD. "They are plans for good and  
not  for disast er, t o give you a fut ure  

and a hope.   Jeremiah 29:11 

Nourished by the Holy Spirit we are com-

mitted to: 

-sharing with all people the love of Christ, 

-studying the Word of God, 

-sustaining each other with fellowship 

and vibrant worship, 

-growing in members and faith. 

Christmas Market Tervuren 

Christmas puppet show  

and craftsðhere two of our 

puppeteers Austin and Pastor  

Sunday, Jan 2:    10:00am Worship service at the parsonage 

4:30pm Eglise Luthérienne Malgache  (ELM) 

Sunday, Jan 9: 4:30pm Worship Service in church 

Sat, Jan 15: Faith Formation Workshop at the parsonage 

Sunday, Jan 16:    2:00pm Eglise Luthérienne Malgache  (ELM) 

4:00pm Coffee hour ALCB+ELM 

4:30pm Worship Service 

Tue, Jan 18: 8:00pm Ecumenical prayer Tervuren/Vossem/Leefdaal  

Thu, Jan 20: 8:00pm Ecumenical prayer Brussels 

Sunday, Jan 23:    4:30pm Worship Service 

Sunday, Jan 30:    4:30pm Worship Service 

Sunday, Feb 6:    4:30pm Worship Service 

¶ For a blessed new year for 
our church family that we stay 

focused on what our Lord is 

doing in our lives. 

¶ For the church plant of the 
Lutheran Church of Madagas-

car in Brussels that they have a 

good start and are encouraged by the Spirit. 
¶ For those with birthdays this month: 

- Jan 6: Alex Hamilton  

- Jan 20: Raymond Auquier 
- Jan 28: Vera Proskurovska  

- Jan 30: Anna Császi-Palmer  

- Jan 30: Rebecca Császi-Palmer  
 

Send your requests to: pastor @ alcb.be and specify 

whether it is private or to be shared. 

Please Pray... 

Next Faith Formation Workshop January 15,  

Theme:  Making Lent Meaningful for your Family  

Birthday Party for Jesusðafter 

hearing the Christmas story, making 

crafts, and playing a game, we sing 

happy birthday to Jesus and enjoy 

some cake! 



 

Join us on January 15th 
from 10:00 until lunch 

for our Faith Formation 
Workshop for the first quar-
ter of the year. We know 

you are busy, but we believe nothing in our lives 
is more important than passing our faith down to 

the next generation. Make time to be there! 
Our topic this session:  

Making Lent Meaningful for your Family 
Come and be inspired, get ideas, & find 

resources to make the 40 days between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter (Lent!) a meaningful 
experience for you and your children. This 
important season of the church year is a 

wonderful time for building faith while learning 
`ants GncÔr fqd`s ok`m ne r`ku`shnm `mc sgd rsnqx 

ne CgqhrsÔr o`rrhnm.   
M`jd sghr xd`qÔr Ldms xntq adrs xds! 

Our Stewardship  

Church Planting ï 2011 is going to be exciting: We are going to witness ï and help 

ï the birth of a new congregation. We are in contact with a group of Lutheran believ-

ers from Madagascar. They have been to our services and I have been at their meet-

ings at the home of Fara and Stanislas who works for the Malagasy embassy. 

    You can start a new congregation anywhere with a prayer of faith, a temporary 
location, a time to meet, songs to sing, Scripture to read and people willing to discuss 

them. The heart and core of your congregation is spiritual group worship, praise, 

prayer, fellowship and study. You can start a weekly service simply by having a meet-

ing with most of the people and deciding where and when services will be and what 

will be done there. Sometimes, there is great unity in the spirit and everything just 

falls into place.  

     Thatôs whatôs happening here right now. We are preparing for the official opening 

in a few months with prayer meetings in our church building every other Sunday. The 

service is in French and Malagasy. The young church draws on our common Lutheran 

heritage as well as their specific church history of Madagascar. And like us, they have 

a great heart for reaching out to those who donôt know Jesus yet as their Savior. 

     I would like to ask you to remember the beginning of the new church plant in your 
prayers. They need the support of many folded hands for this spiritual task.  

    Welcome everyone ï lô®glise luth®rienne malgache.  

Developing our Mission Mindset¦   

 

One of our churchôs longest-tenured 
members, Sheryl has now been living 
in Belgium for four years. When her 
time up here is anybodyôs guess ð 
including her own. ñI have no definite 
date when I will leave Brussels,ò she 
says. Sheryl grew up in a suburb of 
Detroit, Michigan, but didnôt ñfind it 
hard to leave,ò she says. ñI like living 
in a city the size of Brussels. Even though the population 
of Brussels is just a little over one million, it is still a very 
walkable place with many museums, variety of restaurants, 
and cultural  events.ò Sheôs currently a first grade teacher 
at the Brussels American School. She takes that experi-
ence and often lends her skills to the Family Service at 
ALCB. Sheryl often provides one of the voices behind the 
puppet shows. Just about two years ago, Sheryl was spot-
lighted in this very church newsletter. A new hobby since 
then, she says, is ñreading blogs about simplifying, mini-
malism and downsizing.ò 

* Note: This amount reflects that which we need to be self-supporting, which is 

our goal ASAP.  We are currently subsidized by the LCMS and the SELK, and 

the Antwerp congregation, however this is for a limited time and not long-term. 

Womenôs 

Bible study  

Fridays, 1:30-3:30 @ parsonage 

Contact: Michelle Tepper  

(mmtepper @ hotmail.com) 

Confirma-

tion class 

Saturdays 11:00-12:30 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Confessions 

study group 

Upon mutual consent, 7:30pm 

Contact: Chris Vahrenhorst (027572260) 

Girls night 

out 

Next event and date to be announced! 

Guys night 

out 

Wednesday, Jan 12, 20:00 Action movie 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (pastor @ alcb.be) 

New yearï 

new group? 

Want to start a new group?  

Contact: Pastor Tepper (pastor @ alcb.be) 

Week of prayer for Christian Unity ï from 
18-25 January. You can pick up a little booklet in 
French or Dutch with lectures, meditations and 
pictures at church. It has been prepared for this 
year by churches in Jerusalem, Israel. 

Budget ó10 
ú 62,000* 

Tithes &  
Offerings  

Offering  
Year to Date   

Bank  
Transfers  

Dec 5 ú 155 ú 8,947.42 Dec: 

Dec 12 ú 114.50  ú 790 

Dec 19 ú 120 Donations 
YTD  

Avg. Weekly 
Total Dona-

tions  Dec 24 ú 140 

Dec 26 ú 100 ú 18,687.82 ú 359.38 

Funds Needed  
Year to Date 

ú 62,000* 
Funds Needed 

each Week 
ú 1,192.30* 

2 Ecumenical Prayer meetings ï You can 
choose from two occasions to pray with us for 
Christian unity: The first meeting is on Tue, 18th 
January at 8:00pm in the Sint ïPauluskerk , 
Vossem (that dates back to the 12th century), 
Dorpsplein 7. Pastor Tepper is preaching.   
The other option is two days later on Thu, 20th 
January, at 8pm in the St Michel and St 
Gudule Cathedral , Rue du Bois Sauvage 15, 
Brussels (its history covers 12 centuries) 

Past Christmas events ï We are looking 
back with gratitude: At the social Christmas 
market in Tervuren we share the Good News 
with children and their families through puppet 
skits in French, Dutch, and English, made a baby 
Jesus craft with them, and distributed tracts and 
candy canes which also shared the Gospel. 
Thanks for all the volunteers in preparation and 
execution of the outreach event! 
The Monday after Christmas we invited many 
children to A Birthday Party for Jesus with the 
telling of the Christmas story, nativity crafts and a 
birthday cake. We had 19 children and their fami-
lies in our house! 

Workshop 


