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Dear Friends, 
    Horoscopes are riding a boom in the beginning of the year. Many people want to get a glimpse of the coming 

events, in their private or in the public area. Funny, because the hit rate of the predictions for last year was almost 

zero! Often they are very vague and unspecific. The few explicit ones turned out false. For instance, nobody foretold 

the catastrophe in Japan. Somebody predicted a brilliant year for the French politician Strauss-Kahn ï which was 
quite the opposite! 

    The truth is: Astrology doesnôt work! Some read it just for fun. But the Bible says: Itôs no fun at all. Itôs actually 

sorcery, it offers a false hope for life through the demonic and occult powers of divination. Satan invented it to mis-
lead us, draw us away from real life, the one Jesus has to offer, life with God in eternity. Astrology has no power to 

save us from our sins. Instead of meddling with the devilós schemes, we put our faith in Jesus, the only one who can 

save us. Forget under which star you were born. Instead remember the star of Bethlehem. Remember Jesus Christ.  
    You may not know how itôs all going to fit together in the new year, but be content with what you have, for he 

has said, ñI will never leave you nor forsake you.ñ So we can confidently say, ñThe Lord is my helper; I will 

not fear; what can man do to me?ò (Hebrews 13:5-6). And if God is willing, you might look back and say ñAh, 

God knew what He was doing, and it may in the moment have been confusing to me, but in hindsight it all makes 
perfect sense.ò We are looking forward to a great year 2012. With the Lord it will be 

great. It will be another year of His love and grace. Remain blessed,  
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 Upcoming Events... 

Look not back on yesterday 

So full of failure and regret; 

Look ahead and seek God's way -- 

All sin confessed you must forget.     Dennis DeHaan  

Nourished by the Holy Spirit we are com-

mitted to: 

-sharing with all people the love of Christ, 

-studying the Word of God, 

-sustaining each other with fellowship 

and vibrant worship, 

-growing in members and faith. 

¶ For a blessed new year for 
our church family that we re-

commit our lives to Jesus and 

to one another. 

¶ For the childrenôs ministry 
that we reach out with Christôs 

love to children and parents. 

¶ For those with birthdays this month: 
- Jan 6: Alex Hamilton 

- Jan 14: Moipone Molepu 

- Jan 20: Raymond Auquier 
- Jan 28: Vera Proskurovska 

- Jan 31: Anna Császi-Palmer 

- Jan 31: Rebecca Császi-Palmer 
Send your requests to: pastor @ alcb.be and specify 

whether it is private or to be shared. 

Please Pray... 

Sunday, Jan. 1:    11:00am Worship Service at the parsonage 

Sunday, Jan. 8:    10:00am Service and New Years Reception in Antwerp 

4:30pm Family Service in Woluwe-St. Pierre ċ ! 

Sunday, Jan. 15:    4:30pm Worship Service 

Tue., Jan. 17: 8:00pm Ecumenical Prayer in Vossem (Tervuren) 

Thu., Jan. 19: 8:00pm Ecumenical Prayer in our church building  (s. p2) 

Sat., Jan. 21: 10:00am-1:00pm Faith Formation Workshop (s. p2) 

12:30-4:30p.m. Serve the City 

Sunday, Jan. 22:    4:30pm Chicago Folk Service ċ ! 

Sunday, Jan. 29:    4:30pm Worship Service 

Sunday, Feb. 5:    4:30pm Family Service  

Mark your calendars for the Family Faith Formation Worshops  

On January 21th (see p.2), March 17th and June 16th  

Christmas outreach: 1,000 Gospel contacts (s.p2) 



Drag out some picture albums of when you were a child. (If 

possible, try and find pictures of when you were your child's age 

or close to it.) Describe how old you were in the pictures, what 

your house was like, where your bedroom was in the house, 

what you daydreamed about and who your best friend was at 

that time. Then ask your child, "Is there anything you would like 

to know about the child in the pictures?" Tell your child that if 

the two of you had grown up together, you think you would 

have been good friends. Ask if they think the same thing. "One 

generation shall praise Thy works to the next," the Psalmist says 

(Psalm 145:4). End your time by sharing one thing you 

appreciate about what God has done in your life since you were 

that child in the picture. Perhaps it's having your son or daughter 

to love and cherish. Close with this prayer: "Heavenly Father, 

thank You that Jesus came as a baby, grew up as a child, and 

then grew into a man Who died for us. It's fun to look at old 

pictures, and to think about how You have loved us for all the 

years of our lives. We love You, Jesus. Amen."  
Tip courtesy of  Heritage Builders www.HeritageBuilders.com 

Our Stewardship  

 

    If you try to live the Christian life apart from the local church, you will starve spiritu-

ally, and you will live contrary to the New Testament. It's not good. Obviously local 

churches aren't perfect, and the reason why they're not perfect is because you're in it, and 

I'm in it. The churches are full of sinners and that's why they're not perfect. But God is 

gracious. Only God could take that group of people and make something good out of it.  
That's the point.  

    Christ called the churches into existence. For the good of ourselves and for the good of 

other Christians. You need other Christians, and they need you. They don't need to just sit 

next to you in a worship service either. They need you to commit your life to them.  

    If we are committed to each other within the church, you may wonder how this affects 

our relationships to those outside the church. This is the beauty. We're part of a local 

church for the good of non-Christians as well. Because God's design in the church is to 

create a loving community that will be a public display of the Gospel to the world. A 

community that shows the difference that Christ makes and that draws people to Christ by 

our love for one another. The world is not drawn to Christ by seeing casual, anonymous 

church attendees. The world is drawn to Christ when they see people sacrificing their 

lives in love for each other and committed to each other in a way they don't see in any 
other place in the world. Those are lots of benefits: For ourselves, for our Christian broth-

ers and sisters in Godôs family and for non-Christians! This is how we give glory to God.  

Developing our Mission Mindset¦   

 

* Note: This amount reflects that which we need to be self-supporting, which is 

our goal ASAP.  We are currently subsidized by the LCMS and the SELK, and 

the Antwerp congregation, however this is for a limited time and not long-term. 

Womenôs 

Bible study  

Tuesdays, 10:30-12:30 

Contact: Pamela Chiodi 

Confessions 

study group 

Upon mutual consent, 7:30pm 

Contact: Chris Vahrenhorst (027572260) 

Confirma-

tion class 

Upon mutual consent 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Guys night 

out 

Upon mutual consent 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Girls night 

out 

Next event to be announced 

Contact: Hilde Fitzsimons 

Menôs Bible 

Study  

Fridays, 7:30pm at Dimaôs house (close to 

Waterloo). Car sharing possible. 

Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Budget ó11 
ú 62,000* 

Tithes &  
Offerings  

Bank  
Transfers  

Total (Budget 
vs. received) 

December ú 1.127.04  ú 635.00 
1,762.04 

(34%) 

Year to date ú 8,336.27 ú 9,954.31 
18,290.58 

(29.5%) 

Funds Needed  
Year to Date 

ú 62,000* 
Funds Needed 

each Month 
ú 5,166.67* 

They will glorify God because of your submission that comes 

from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity 

of your contribution for them and for all others. 2 Cor 9:13 

Serve the City  ï Saturday, January 21. 12:30-
16:30. What a better way to start off 2012, which 
the EU has called the European Year of Active 
Ageing and Solidarity between Generations, than 
with our Elderly Focus day!  Rue de l'Epée, 8, 
BXL. www.servethecity.be 

New Year's Reception in Antwerp church ï 
Sunday, January 8 , after the service at 10:00. 
Address: Tabakvest 59, Antwerp.  

Christmas: 1,000 Gospel contacts ï Dressed 
as Santa, Pastor Tepper spoke with more than 
1,000 people during Advent (see last monthôs In 
Touch). This is how many The Messiah comics in 
the Manga style he gave out to his conversation 
partners. In our Lutheran churches in Belgium we 
raised ú 235 to pay for the books. Thanks for 
your contribution. 

2 Ecumenical Prayer Services ï Join us to pray 
for Christian unity: on Tuesday, January 17th at 
8:00pm in the Sint ïPauluskerk , Vossem (that 
dates back to the 12th century), Dorpsplein 7.  
The other option is two days later on Thu, 19th 
January, at 8pm in ñourò church building of 
the German congregation  in Woluwe-St. Pierre, 
Ave. Salomé 7, Brussels 

Workshop 
Saturday, January 21 from 10:00-13:00 

The 5 Love Languages: Speak Your 

Family Membersó Love Language &Help 

them Feel Loved 
Each one of us expresses and receives love 

in a unique way. Understanding the 5 
languages of love will help you speak their 
language to them so they really feel how 

deeply you love them.  Come to this 
workshop to learn more and find out how to 
apply this in your family.  It works wonders!  


