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Dear Friends, 
    Have you ever received a call or an email telling you that you’ve won a free vacation? We are suspicious because 
there is always a catch. They seem to give you something, but in reality you are the one paying them! There are al-
ways strings attached. We know it and are suspicious. Nothing is for free. 
    If you made a list of all the times in the Bible that people are blessed without any coercion, you’d find a lot of 
references to blessings that are given without any connection to “getting saved.” Jesus fed 4,000, then 5,000 people, 
without giving an “invitation.” He healed many people, raised at least two from the dead, picked up the wine tab for 
a few hundred, and then ultimately carried the sins of the whole world on His back to the cross. It is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God  Eph 2:8 
    We learn directly from the master: Just as we received God’s free, no-strings-attached offer, we in return gra-
ciously live our lives to extend blessing to others without charge and without expectation. Hopes, desires, fervent 
prayer to see them come to Christ, yes – but no strings at all attached. When we become comfortable with uncondi-
tional love, we will find that it does witness correctly to who God is. And it’s a power that naturally draws people in.  
     We may not always feel it when helping out a colleague, watering our neighbors vegetable patch, watching a 
neighbor’s kid, opening our home, or giving gifts, but these are habits and actions that people will eventually gravi-
tate toward. And if not, you’ll have at least lived faithfully as a Christ follower who 
wants to please Him in all you do. May God make us a blessing. 
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· For Brussels that God 
would send His Holy Spirit to 
open and prepare the hearts of 
the people that they might be-
lieve. 
· For us that we take delight 
in being God’s children and 

His servants and live our lives in ways that 
please and honor Him. 

· For the students to finish their school year 
well. 

· For those with birthdays this month: 
- June 1: John Fitzsimons 
- June 2: Tamas Lukacsi 
- June 6: Matthias Tepper 
- June 25: Brian Browning 
Send your requests to: pastor @ alcb.be  
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*ELM = Eglise Luthérienne Malgache 

Wed., June 1: 8:00pm Prayer for Brussels, café AkaZoe, (Etterbeek) 

Sunday, June 5:   �2:30pm ELM* Prayer in French + Malagasy  
4:00pm Coffee hour ALCB+ELM* 
4:30pm Family Service  

Wed., June 8: 8:00pm Prayer for Brussels, café AkaZoe, (Etterbeek) 
Sunday, June 12: 12:00pm Spring Picnic  at the parsonage 
Wed., June 15: 8:00pm Prayer for Brussels, café AkaZoe, (Etterbeek) 
Sunday, June 19:    2:30pm ELM* Prayer in French + Malagasy  

4:00pm Coffee hour ALCB+ELM* 
4:30pm Worship Service  

Wed., June 22: 8:00pm Prayer for Brussels, café AkaZoe, (Etterbeek) 
Sunday, June 26:    4:30pm Worship Service  

Wed., June 29: 8:00pm Prayer for Brussels, café AkaZoe, (Etterbeek) 

Sunday, July 3:    10:30am Worship Service in the barn in Leefdaal 

Sat., July 2: Big Serve the City volunteer week—Orientation day 
10:00am Faith Formation Workshop 

Mon-Sat., July 4-9 Big Serve the City volunteer week 

Baptism of Michel Lazar 
Proskurovski in the barn on 
May 15th (above)  

Maria‘s confirmation 
on May 29th (below) 
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     When Jesus ascended to heaven He gave His followers the Great Commission: Go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. (Matthew 28:19-20) 
     These words from Henri Nouwen describe how we can do it:  
     “More and more, the desire grows in me simply to walk around, greet people, enter 
their homes, sit on their doorsteps, play ball, throw water and be known as someone 
who wants to live with them. It is a privilege to have the time to practice this simple 
ministry of presence. Still, it is not as simple as it seems. 
     “My own desire to be useful, to do something significant, or to be part of some 
impressive project is so strong that soon my time is take up by meetings, conferences, 
study groups and workshops that prevent me from walking the streets. It is difficult 
not to have plans, not to organize people around an urgent course and not to feel that 
you are working directly for social progress. 
     “But I wonder more and more if the first thing shouldn‘t be to know people by 
name, to eat and drink with them, to listen to their stories and tell your own and to let 
them know with words, handshakes and hugs that you do not simply like them—but 
truly love them.“ 
     Be on your guard.   Stand firm in the faith.   Be men of courage.   Be strong. 
Do everything in love.   (1Cor 14:16) 
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     You‘re not accountable to your children 
for every family routine or custom.  Family 
meal at 5:30, 6:00 or 7:00—it‘s your choice! 
Stand your ground. 
    As parents you have the right to make fam-
ily routines and rules that work for your per-
sonality and needs. If you‘re a neat freak, by 
all means make rules for neatness that work 
for you. “At 8:00, everyone’s things need to be 
out of the family room: toys, books, shoes, 
snakes… everything.” 
    If you need a neat space to crash by 8:00, 
you’re entitled—that just depends on how au-
thoritative you are. Don’t make the mistake of 
negotiating away your needs. Stand your ground. 
     You may hear, “Dad, we’re the only family on earth who can’t leave 
a shoe in the living room.” “You’re such a neat freak.” Just remember 
you’re being baited: don’t take the bait. Your rule doesn’t need any-
one’s approval. Just embrace it: Yes, I am the king of clean,” “Yes, I’m 
eccentric that way.” Owning your preferences takes the entertainment 
value out of fighting you. 
Taken from: PG Parental Guidance by David and Patty Bunker  
Tip courtesy of Heritage Builders. http://heritagebuilders.com/ 

* Note: This amount reflects that which we need to be self-supporting, which is 
our goal ASAP.  We are currently subsidized by the LCMS and the SELK, and 
the Antwerp congregation, however this is for a limited time and not long-term. 
**Corrected from last issue: Bank transfers April € 990 (instead of € 830) 

Women’s 
Bible study  

Fridays, 12:30-2:30 @ Fitzsimons 
Contact: Michelle Tepper  
(mmtepper @ hotmail.com) 

Confessions 
study group 

Upon mutual consent, 7:30pm 
Contact: Chris Vahrenhorst (027572260) 

Confirma-
tion class 

Upon mutual consent 
Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Guys night 
out 

Upon mutual consent 
Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Girls night 
out 

Next event to be announced 
Contact: Michelle Tepper (see above) 

Prayer for 
Brussels 

Wednesday night at 8 p.m. in the café 
“akaZOE”, Av des Celtes 19, Etterbeek 
Contact: Pastor Tepper (0487 45 85 99) 

Serve the City – Big volunteer week!  
The first week of July and the summer vaca-
tion is always the fun time: STC gives an ex-
cellent opportunity to live out our calling. Join 
the ranks of hundreds of other volunteers as 
we flood the city with the love of God. 
www.servethecity.be or ask Pastor 

Summer services – During the vacation we 
have our worship in the barn in Leefdaal (near 
Tervuren). Join us at the parsonage in the 
morning from 10:00, the service starts at 10:30 
a.m. There will always be enough coffee and 
tea. If you like bring something to share for a 
good time together.  Pastor will email with spe-
cific directions. 

While on vacation –  please don’t forget your 
church at home while you travel. Keep up your 
support in prayer and financially. 

Budget ‘11 
€ 62,000* 

Tithes &  
Offerings 

Bank  
Transfers 

Total (Budget 
vs. received) 

May € 968.15 € 1,330 € 2,298.15 
(44.48%) 

Year to date € 3,415.71 € 4,420** € 7,835.71 
(30.33%) 

Funds Needed  
Year to Date 

€ 25,833.34* Funds Needed 
each Week 

€ 1,192.30* 

Spring Picnic – on Sunday June 12th 
You are invited to come and bring friends 
along to our BBQ+Potluck picnic at the par-
sonage (directions will be emailed). Please 
bring a dish that would feed at least your fam-
ily if that was all they were eating to share 
with everyone. Meat and drinks are provided. 


