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Liturgical colourvhite (the colour of Christyhite likecleansed from all sirtee colour of the redeemethe colour of peace it God, heaven, and
eternity)

Happy Christmas to you all! — Yes, again happy Christmas! Today is the feast of Epiphany, the second (and older)
main feast of Christmas. In Spain and Italy the children received their Christmas presents today. In the Orthodox
Christian world people celebrate the “real” Christmas today. We commemorate the moment when the “Wise Men”,
looking for a new-born king, came to Jesus, offered them their gifts, and worshipped him, as it is said in the Gospel
Readingdfor this day, according to St. Matthew, chapter 2, verses 1-12:

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east
came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “/And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel.”” 7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word, that | too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

In our tradition, on Epiphany we emphasise the divinity of the
| child in the crib respectively in the man Jesus. On Christmas,
we emphasised the humanityof God in the little child.
Christmas and Epiphany are two sides of the same thing: the
almighty God came mercifully into our world to start His
project of redemption. God connected himself with the
human race in the person of Jesus Christ. In Him are “two
natures”: a human one and a divine one.

B On Epiphany, we celebrate that this formerly hidden divinity,
this secret mystery, shines forth, becomes clear, and can and will be acknowledged by all who see it, like the
Christmas Star above the crib and like it is said in the Old Testament Readinfyom the book of the Prophet Isaiah,
chapter 60, 1-6:

1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For behold, darkness shall
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon
you. 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around,
and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be
carried on the hip. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of
the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and
shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

A wonderful word and promise, full of power to bring light and comfort in dark times.

And because we believe that the brightly shining truth of Christmas shines into all the world and combined with the
fact that right from the beginning not only Jews came to Jesus but also pagans from all over the world (the Wise




Men), we believe and proclaim that the Gospel is for everyone, as the Apostle Paul describes it in his letter to the
Ephesians, chapter 3, verses 1-7, the Epistle Readingf Epiphany:

1 For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the
stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as | have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was
not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers
of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this Gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of
God'’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power.

Therefore, we promote the Mission of the Church to bring the Good News into all the world. Traditionally, on
Epiphany the Church prays for the Mission and often collects a special offering for it.

God became man to bring redemption to us. This is the full Gospel of Christmas and Epiphany. This message is
summarised in the bright Christmas Star — a symbol full of joy, hope, and comfort. — This | wish you all for now and
for all the days of your life! Happy Christmas!

Prayer for Epiphany

Almighty God, merciful Redeemer,
We are drawn to your feet in worship
Your creation facing its creator
Hearts laid bare by your light
Humbly asking for your mercy.

We come to you as a people in need
of assurance and forgiveness.

We come to you as a people in need
of healing and wholeness.

We come dependent upon your love.
Draw us close.

Enfold us in your arms.

Fill us with your Spirit

that we might reflect your light
within this dark world,

speak your Word with boldness

and draw others to your feet.

For those who seek a Saviour God's Word

we pray, lead them to the Stable Truth

To the One who was born For those who seek Forgiveness

To bring freedom We pray, lead them to a Grace

Forgiveness beyond comprehension

Liberty To wholeness

For those who seek Assurance Healing

we pray, lead them to the Light Peace.

To the One who opens eyes We ask this through your dear Son Jesus Christ.
to understanding Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.




BLESSING
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make His face shine on us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with
favour and + give us peace. Amen.

Hymn for Epiphany

This is one of the most traditional and popular hymns for Epiphany, “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”. It was
written and composed by Philipp Nicolai in 1599. He belonged to the so-called “third generation” of the Lutheran
Reformers in times of increasing persecution of Lutherans in Catholic areas of Germany. As a young pastor, he
served the Lutheran underground congregation in Cologne. Later he was pastor in Unna, a town in Westphalia,
where he experienced a very terrible black death epidemic. In this time, facing uncountable dead people and always
busy with funerals, he wrote some very beautiful hymns about the majesty of Jesus Christ and the waiting Paradise.
This is one of them. We will sing it also next Sunday. You can find a nice version with this link to YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICueiu67fzE

O Morning Star,
5 How Fair and Bright

3

\O

o) i |
p” A 1Y I I |
5= = - cEss = ==
v 2 2 & © =
O Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s

1

2 Come, heav’n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, =~ And deep with - in
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICueiu67fzE

O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!
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Low - ly, o - ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to-rious,
Now, though dai - [y Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - cy Warm andcheer us! O draw near us!
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6 What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!
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