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Maundy Thursday - 9th April 2020 
“On the night when he was betrayed…” With these 

words starts the Epistle Reading for today. Well known 

words. Normally we hear them in every service, spoken 

by the pastor over bread and wine in the service of the 

Holy Communion. They are the beginning of the so 

called “Words of our Lord” or “Words of Institution”. In 

the service of Holy Communion these words mark in 

connection with the elements bread and wine the 

moment when our Lord Jesus Christ is really present 

among us. A miraculous moment, the greatest wonder 

we can experience in this time and world. The Lutheran 

Church sets value on saying these words of pure Gospel 

and words of our Lord without any introduction or leading words of the pastor: 

“Silence opens this (core) part of the service. The words of Christ sound suddenly.” (The Rev Gert Kelter, translation 

by JRL) The Apostle Paul passes the Gospel on to us in the 1st letter to the Corinthians, chapter 11, verses 23-26, the 

Epistle Reading: 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 

took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

“On the night when he was betrayed…” These words show us the moment of the narrative where we stand in this 

Holy Week. With Maundy Thursday we enter the so called “Triduum Sacrum” (this is Latin and means something like 

“holy triad” or “holy trifold service”) the most important and highest feast and service of the Christian faith, split in 

three liturgical parts: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Vigil of Easter (the service on early morning on Easter Sunday). 

On Maundy Thursday two different narrative threads come together showing the same message: the three 

evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke narrate the institution of the Holy Supper, the foremost topic for this day. The 

evangelist John adds the narrative of the “foot washing”, taking place during the last supper of Jesus with his 

disciples. We hear about it in the Gospel Reading, according to St. John 13, 1-15+34-35:  

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 

Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going 

back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 

Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 

wrapped around him.  

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing 

you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my 

feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 

my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who 

was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
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12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you 

understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, 

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an 

example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

“On the night when he was betrayed…”… God’s real character becomes clear: serving love. In both cases, the foot 

washing and the Holy Supper, God shows His love to us. They are sensible signs of His care. We can feel His loving 

care on our skin, on our lips, on our tongue. And there is no precondition, nobody is standing before the door to 

decide if we are welcome inside or not. There is no hurdle we must take first. No number we must call beforehand to 

make an appointment. It is the other way around. Jesus takes every hurdle to come and serve us. He kneels down to 

wash us from our sins. The work of a slave. He shares His body and blood as a sacrifice for us. He gives himself to us. 

And he invites us at His table to eat and to drink and to celebrate with him the real life: each service with Holy 

Communion and once and forevermore in His kingdom in heaven. Where is a human being or even a Godhead in 

another religion who does everything for His friends? And we are God’s friends! 

“On the night when he was betrayed…”… Jesus celebrated the Passover feast with his disciples. The Passover is the 

highest feast for the Jews. On this day they commemorate the moment when they set off from Egypt out of slavery 

into the promised land. We read about it in the Old Testament Reading for today which is also the passage for the 

sermon this year: Exodus 12, 1-4 

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It 

shall be the first month of the year for you. 

3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their 

fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest 

neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count 

for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the 

goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation 

of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 

7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they 

eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat 

it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall 

let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner 

you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in 

haste. It is the Lord’s Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn 

in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The 

blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 

plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your 

generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 

The night when Jesus was betrayed was the night when the Israelites commemorated the death of the Lamb whose 

blood was the sign to spare them from God’s wrath. This leads us also to the message of Jesus Christ’s passion and 

death: He became the Passover Lamb for us, for all mankind, once and for always. His blood was shed for us. And 

when we celebrate Holy Communion it is a bit like painting our doors with this blood as a sign that we belong to the 

people of God, that we are free from the slavery of this world and on our way into the promised land: heaven. With 

Jesus’s blood, we do not must fear death anymore. Blood stands for life. This Gospel, the Holy Communion is the 
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message and celebration of life. This we celebrate and commemorate each time when we celebrate Holy 

Communion. And therewith, when we join the Holy Communion, it becomes real also for us – for me – individually.  

Maundy Thursday reminds us that we belong to our Lord Jesus Christ, not as servants, not as employees – as His 

friends! We are welcome to join Him. Not just once a year on Easter, not just once a week on Sundays – each day of 

our lives, always. If we follow His invitation into His presence and community and especially to His table, we will be 

more and more filled by His peace and love and this will have an effect on our lives. The Bible is full of stories of 

people (and so there are many stories too from people of our days) who really didn’t have easy, nice lives but were 

satisfied by God’s blessing in following Him, His invitation, and His commandments. – Let’s do the same! This year it 

is not possible to come together for services this special weekend. We won’t have Holy Communion. Complained to 

God! But Jesus Christ is also available at your home, just a prayer away. Don’t stay away from Him – for your life’s 

sake. 

 

Prayer for Palm Sunday (resource from the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, www.lcms.org) 

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Brief silence 

Heavenly Father, on this holy night, we remember the Passover of Your ancient people, fulfilled in Your Son’s gift of 

the New Testament in His blood. Be gracious to us and bless us. Remember not our sins and transgressions, for they 

have all been blotted out by the blood of Christ Jesus, our Passover Lamb. Forgive us, and create in us new and 

contrite hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious Father, give wisdom, understanding and boldness to all preachers of the Word during these holy days and 

hard times, that their preaching and teaching would edify Your children and move them to faithfully meditate upon 

the Passion of Your Son, through which they have eternal salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father, strengthen all of our sister churches throughout the world who celebrate the mystery of Your Son’s 

Passover and those Christians who are unable to gather together. Where there is distress, bring consolation; where 

there is strife, bring forgiveness; where there is suffering, bring help; and where there is persecution, bring freedom 

and joy. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Almighty Father, guard and defend the governments of Belgium and our home countries, along with all whom You 

have placed in authority over us. Give wisdom and charity to all who speak and act for the common good. Preserve 

our regard for human life, family and livelihood. Do not let fear or the concerns of this body and life keep us from the 

bread that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man alone gives us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Compassionate Father, remember all who suffer in body or soul. Most especially do we implore Your mercy to stay 

Your hand and drive away plague and pestilence. Spare us and those for whom we pray: _____________ and those 

whom we name in our hearts. [Pause] Comfort us in our trials, and enliven our faith in Christ, our only hope. Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, Your Son instituted this most blessed Sacrament to eat and to drink, that what is promised in His 

testament may be truly received by His friends and heirs. Have mercy on all who are kept from Your table in 

extraordinary circumstances, and do not shut them out of Your Supper forever. Let the words of this testament echo 

in their ears and hearts and, in true faith, let them believe these words, trusting that they receive spiritually in faith 

exactly what Your Son has both won and declared: the forgiveness of sins. Stir up in us a desire to commune with our 

fellow Christians on Your true body and blood, and bring us soon to the table. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, as Your Son took on the form of a slave and washed the feet of His disciples, so make us ready to 

serve our neighbours ahead of ourselves. Teach us to love each other and bear one another’s burdens, and conform 

us to the image of Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Gracious Father, Your Son’s forehead was marked by bloody sweat as He contemplated what fulfilling Your will to 

save us involved. Nevertheless, He drank the cup of Your wrath and punishment down to its dregs, thus fulfilling 

Your will to save us with His holy and precious blood. In Him is salvation, life and resurrection from the dead. Grant 

this unto us all, O Father; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

Hymns for Palm Sunday 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8SCorW9r_Is 
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We are one in the Spirit (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGD_BFSf90c) 
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